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The Bruce High Quality foundation put on it’s supposedly last ‘Brucennial’ this past Thursday at on the ground
floor of the raw space in the new slope­sided building going up on Washington Street in the Meat Packing District.
The rawness of the space fit the raw, jam­packed presentation of a week’s worth of viewable art placed on every
available space, including the floor and the ceiling.

I think everyone who has gone to one of these Bruces will be seriously bummed out if this really was the end. These
events are actually fun, as well as funny, serious, and irreverent. There is some really great art displayed along
with some very silly, ridiculous stuff.
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Also on display was a diverse, eclectic crowd of people that I rarely see at gallery openings. Seemingly, the whole
spectrum of New York City people managed to find out about it, and get in to the ‘Brucennial’—no mean feat.
When we left at 9pm, there was a line that looked to be at least an hour long, people shivering to get in and have a
cold PBR, and enjoy the art.  The music was rock—for a change—which was refreshing, and the DJs were throwing
free T­shirts to the crowd of out­stretched arms that resembled a hawk putting food in the open mouths of her
chicks.

There was a real bent over naked man installment, later substituted by a real bent over naked woman. They must
have been very cold. A lot of people nervously suggested a blanket, but nobody would dare interfere with the art.
There were stunning paintings, great photos, multiple videos, a lot of pubic hair, and a huge pile of debris on the
floor. There was no master list of all of the art. The artist’s names were signed on the wall or on the floor next to the
work. That was the only identification, and it was uniquely democratic.

Everyone was actually looking at the art for a change, as well as the usual each other, and, of course, their phones
—and they were having a great time, well oiled by the plentiful beer, and grateful to not be freezing outside on the
line. The ‘Brucennial’—a great name—is a take off on the Whitney Biennial, which is being held simultaneously.
The event shows how much more fun, and how much better it can be done. It couldn’t have been a coincidence that
the new Whitney Museum building is going up down the block. If it is indeed the last one, it’s because it became a



3/13/2014 The Last Brucennial | BlackBook

http://www.bbook.com/last-brucennial/ 3/12

victim of its own success. Like the band or the athlete coming back after vowing to quit, however, I think we have
not seen the end of this very cool event.
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Art | The 7 Best Openings And Events In Art This Week

STYLE SCOOP: LVMH Announces 12 Prize Finalists: There were only supposed to be ten finalists for the LVMH
Prize, but with a draw among four of the designers, 12 wound up chosen ­­ among th...

Psi Upsilon Fraternity Gang Rapes Its Way Into Infamy: Back in college, I used to hang out with a gang of
sociopaths, drug dealers, rapists… then I eventually quit the Greek fraternity system. ...

What’s Good in BedStuy — Clubs, Parties, And William Witenberg At The Elgin Gallery: Spring is in the air and
the fat cat is sleeping by the open window. While there are still patches of tough snow all around, we are all read...

Say It Ain’t So!–Dodge Gallery Closing Up Shop On The L.E.S.: Bummer of the week: Kristen Dodge, owner of the
eponymous Dodge Gallery on Rivington Street, announced via email that she would be shutting ...

NEWS BITES: NYC Building Explodes, Death Row Do Over, Gitmo Tortures On: Building Explodes in NYC A
building has collapsed in Manhattan and initial report say at least four people are injured after a report of ...

STYLE SCOOP: 2014 CFDA Nominees, NYT Hires New Fashion Director, Ghesquière Speaks: The Council of
Fashion Designers of America announced its 2014 awards nominees on Tuesday night at the Bowery Hotel. For
womenswear designer...

STYLE SCOOP: Rachel Roy Shutters, Lorde for MAC, Lena Dunham Does Glamour x3: Lena Dunham gets three
whole covers for Glamour's April issue, and we're actually really into that bejeweled Prada look (hair included). ...

NEWS BITES: The Worst Of Justin Bieber, Obama Interviews With Zach Galifanakis: LA Shuts Down 100+ Pot
Shops Los Angeles officials proudly announced they have  shut down more than 100 marijuana dispensaries since
las...
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